Pacheco 1


“Cathedral”

Being blind is defined as missing the sense of sight. In the story the “Cathedral” by Raymond Carver (1981), we find a deeper meaning to the word blind. Bub, the narrator is a character who appears to have a full and healthy life, job, wife, home and all five senses intact. We also have Robert, a blind man whose wife just died and to Bub’s perspective seems to be a character that is lacking or unequal to himself (not clear). Bub views Robert as a character with limitations a character who has a dull life( not a complete sentence and should be combined with the last one). The author reveals to us that being blind is not limiting at all, that sometimes being able to see is what creates limitations in society. (there is no thesis sentence)
In the story Bub starts off with a superiority complex to Robert. That because Robert is blind he has to treat him in a different type of way, different than he would treat other guests. Bub tells his wife “I don’t have any blind friend’s,” (3). Bub views the blind as individuals with many limitations. Bub still feeling superior, jokingly suggests to his wife “Maybe I should take him bowling” (3).  Bub finds it difficult to believe that Robert had an inseparable and sexual filled marriage with his late wife. Bub is certain that because of Robert’s blindness, Robert’s marriage must have been unfulfilling. He even thinks to himself “what a pitiful life this woman must have led” (3). That without ever have the opportunity of ever seeing his wife limited Robert from ever having a marriage as normal as Bub and his wife do.( rephrase to be clear. You may need a sentence to wrap up the discussion to remind the reader of your main concern in the paragraph.)
Bub is shocked to realize that Robert’s visit turns out to be not much different than a visit from any other person. They are able to share a meal without any difficulty or limitation, “I watched with admiration as he used his knife and fork” (6). Later that night Bub and Robert share some dope together. Bub realized that the stereotypical ideas he had once formulated in his mind change as the night progresses. Bub goes on to mentioning to Robert that “I’m glad for the company” (9).  Bub is starting to realize that being blind didn’t make that much difference between them. 
The character of Bub is enlightening by Roberts visit. During this visit many stereotypical conceptions that Bub had of the blind are shaken. “He didn’t use a cane and he didn’t wear dark glasses” (5).  Bub listens as Robert talks about how he possess two T.V sets and Robert proceeds to inform Bub “I’m always turning it on, I turn on the color set” (p 7). Bub is rattled on how (You have a good topic sentence to start with in the paragraph, but two quotes are not about the narrator's enlightenment. You will have to find different passages to support this claim.) a blind person would even know if the TV was in color or not.
Bub’s has had a major shift in character from the begging of the story to the end of the story. Bub realizes that the character who has been living with much limitations is himself. He has been too constricted in the way he has been living by his own preconceptions( a good idea but you did not develop this idea in the body paragraphs.). His major moment of realization is when the cathedral is being drawn he holds his eyes closed and thinks to himself “I was in my house. I knew that. But I didn’t feel like I was inside anything” (p 13)( this is the passage to cite to show the narrator's enlightenment and should be placed in the previous paragraph, not in conclusion). This sentence is when Robert tells him to close his eyes and follow his instinct in drawing the cathedral, as to let loose a little and not be so constricted on to what is expected. For the first time in the story does he feels free, without any limitations.


